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360° Vehicle Ambush
Response

By Jeff Johnsgaard

mbush assaults against Law Enforcement are
unfortunately on the rise. The events date back
much further but in September of 2018 the FBI -
LEOKA stated ambushes were increasing against LE and
that they were looking to shape future training to address
this (FBI, 2018). Ambushes have only increased since
2018. A July 1, 2021, FOX News article claimed a 91%
increase in officers ambushed that year from the previous
one (Pagones, 2021).

By definition an ambush is one of the most dangerous
events an officer can be involved in. A subgroup of
ambushes that could arguably be even more dangerous
could be when an officer is confined inside of their
vehicle. Being ambush attacked while seated in your
patrol vehicle can mean vyour traditional firearms
techniques, physical mobility and even vision can be
drastically limited.

The cases of officers being attacked completely without
warning while inside of their vehicles is also increasing.
We have a list of dozens of these in-vehicle ambushes
over the past years, here are just three:

e June 18, 2021 — Officer sat in patrol car in church
parking lot doing paperwork, vehicle pulled up and
opened fire (Hoyt, 2021).

s September 4, 2021 - Officer shot at in patrol car while
stopped at traffic light (Sullivan, 2021).

o December 16, 2021 - Officer shot in patrol car, on life
support (ABC News, 2021).

We believe driving out of an ambush and/or utilizing your
vehicle as a weapon need to be top considerations for
ambush survival from inside a vehicle. The use of firearms
as defensive tools must also be considered and trained.
Traditional firearms techniques like Isosceles/Weaver lack
the ability when seated inside a vehicle, to fully rotate
and have aimed fire. We offer a class at the 2022 ILEETA
conference on a technique to address this issue.

One method of pistol presentation and aiming called,
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360° Close Quarter
Defense (360° CQD) is
an excellent tool for

the toolbox,

i
especially when i
seated inside of a !

vehicle. It has been
presented live and online at LE conferences (IALEFI 2020
and 2021 and ILET 2021) with excellent reviews. It has
also been featured in two articles by Calibre Press titled,
Ambush Survival: Increasing Officer Safety (Johnsgaard,
March 2021) and Vehicle Anti-Ambush Specifics
{(Johnsgaard, June 2021).

360° CQD has origins in the Center Axis Relock technique
(see citations for links to read articles in IALEFI's Journal,
The Firearms Instructor; Johnsgaard & Vecchi 2018 and
2019). Canadian Detective Sgt leff Johnsgaard was the
heir to the original CAR System and has been further
developing both the concepts of Vehicle Anti-Ambush and
of instructional techniques for over a decade. The
technique for wvehicle anti-ambush response works
harmoniously with traditional Isosceles/Weaver and
requires only a slight modification of the support hand.
This support hand change is called the “360 Grip”.

ILEETA members can get further information from Mr.
Brian Willis” interview of Johnsgaard for ILEETA’s Learning
Lab Season 4; “Jeff Johnsgaard - Natural Tactical Systems -
360 Degree Aimed Fire as a Response When Officers Are
Ambushed In Their Vehicle”.

At ILEETA’s 2022 conference Johnsgaard will be
instructing a 4-hour block with five instructional
objectives designed to teach the principles for aiming and
accurately firing a pistol throughout 360 degrees from a
seated position. A simple and optimal 3 step technique
for switching hands with the pistol will be covered. This
technique was very well received at IALEFI's 2021
conference as it works for muzzle up or down
orientations. Also, shown will be what we believe is an
unmatched weapon protection and retention platform.
Together this class will help instructors understand the
principles of the method so they can add this tool for
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Ambush....con’t.

close-quarter defense to any officer’s toolbox.

Of note the same grip used in 360° CQD is also the same
principles and grip used in Officer Daniel Spychalski’s
ILEETA 2022 Conference teaching block titled, “360 Gun
Grappling”. So, this session and Spychalski’s have a lot in
common and are applying the technique from inside a
vehicle and from the ground if you are a downed officer.

Come and be exposed to the worlds leading instructor in
the 360° CQD method. Bring your non-lethal ammunition
(FX/UTM) and you will gain first hand experience with this
tool for vehicle and close quarter defense.
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